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                          "Real Money Real World"  
 
On March 2 and 3, Irmo High School sophomores participated in a financial 
literacy educational experience called "Real Money Real World."  The curriculum 
for this simulation was developed by The Ohio State University and brought to 
South Carolina by the Extension Office of Clemson University as a partnership 
between these two great land grant universities.  Irmo High is privileged to have 
been the first school in South Carolina to utilize this curriculum. We also thank 
our community for their support and participation. 
 
"Real Money Real World" is a simulation in which students are assigned 
randomly to jobs, education levels, and family circumstances.  Given an 
assigned set of circumstances and a corresponding monthly income, students 
travel between stations in which they are required to secure housing, child care, 
transportation, and other necessities.  Students track their expenses on a 
worksheet, and determine at the end if they have been able to cover their needs 
with the given income levels.  The purpose of this simulation is to help students 
understand the importance of life choices and educational choices. By the time 
they have finished and debriefed with their teachers, they have come to better 
understand the real world finances they can expect to encounter as adults.  
 
Following the simulation, our students were able to understand the importance 
of their education and associate it with the future lifestyle and goals.  Our 
teachers found this to be a very worthwhile exercise and used it to motivate 
students to succeed in all school activities.  Irmo High plans to continue this 
program next year to help students with future planning to be college and career 
ready.  The profile of the South Carolina Graduate calls for students to be self 
directed and have a global perspective.  We believe this activity will help 
students think about their future and plan for it effectively.  
Principal David Riegel 
 
(pictures & student quotes on page 8……) 

 
David Riegel, Principal of Irmo High School 

Note from the Principal 
To promote communication between school and home, my office sends out a weekly 
parent email on Fridays.  The email will include weekly events, special recognition, and 
news around school. We hope you will find this information useful.  As always, you can 
email me directly with any questions or concerns you may have at  driegel@lexrich5.org 
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Spring MAP Testing (3/13 - 3/31) 
Monday, March 13, A day: College Rep Visit/Clemson University, Rm 150; 360 Literacy, 3:40pm, Irmo Advantage, 
4pm; JV Golf Match @ Oak Hills, 4:30pm; B-Team Baseball Game vs Lexington @ Away, 6pm; JV Baseball Game vs 
Lexington @ Home, 6pm; School Board Meeting, CES, 7pm 
Tuesday, March 14, B Day: Freshman Class Meeting, Advisory; 360 Literacy, 3:40pm; Boys Varsity Tennis vs Spring 
Valley @ Home, 5pm; Girls JV & Varsity Soccer vs Spring Valley @ Away, 5:30pm; Softball - JV & Varsity Game vs White 
Knoll @ Home, 5:30pm; Parent University Internet Safety 101, 6:30pm/CFA; Varsity Baseball Game vs Lexington @ 
Away, 7pm 
Wednesday, March 15, A Day: Teen Talk, Lunches; D5 - 360 Literacy, 3:40pm; Boys JV & Varsity Lacrosse vs 
Spring Valley @ Home, 5:30pm; Softball - JV & Varsity Game vs Ridgeview @ Away, 5:50pm; Varsity Baseball 
Game vs Westwood @ Home, 6:30pm; IHS Foundation Meeting, 6:30pm 
Thursday, March 16 , B Day: Boys Varsity Tennis vs Brookland Cayce @ Home, 1pm; C-Team Track & Field Meet #2 
@ Chapin, 2:30pm; Varsity Boys Golf vs Ridge View @ Away, 4:30pm; 360 Literacy, 3:40pm; Varsity Boys Golf vs Ridge 
View @ Away, 4:30pm; B-Team Baseball Game vs Lexington @ Home, 6pm; JV Baseball Game vs Lexington @ Away, 
6pm; PTSO (6pm)  
Friday, March 17, A Day: Girls JV & Varsity Soccer vs Eastside @ Home, 5:30pm; Softball - JV & Varsity Game vs 
Spring Valley @ Home, 5:30pm; Boys Varsity Soccer vs Airport @ Home, 6pm; Varsity Baseball Game vs Lexington 
@ Home, 6:30pm 
Saturday: IHS SPArC host TEDX Youth Day, 8am - 8pm (CFA & Classrooms) 

 
South Carolina History Day 
On March 17th, Irmo High School will be celebrating South Carolina History Day. We will be celebrating this day by                    
having a "Taste of South Carolina.” Our students and staff will be able to sample food such as bbq, collard greens,                     
coleslaw, and boiled peanuts. Checkout this SC Day link:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Ml5Pag1R4o&feature=youtu.be          

 
IHS Lady Yellow Jackets Soccer Pancake Breakfast 
Saturday, March 18 from 7:30 - 10:30 a.m. - Fatz Cafe 7420 Broad River Rd.  
$7 tickets may be purchased from any JV or Varsity player 
Entitles you to:  Pancakes, sausage, fruit and beverage; 
cheerfully served to you by your Lady Jacket Soccer Team! 

 
District Five Musical “Annie” 
Rehearsals after school: March 9 - April 26 @IHS 
Show: April 27 - 30 @Irmo High School Center for the Arts 

 
Ring Ceremony Pictures for Purchase 
Parents if you are interested in purchasing your child’s picture please click on this link to obtain information:  
 
 https://vando.imagequix.com/g1000516710#images. 
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Dear Parents, Students, Alumni, and Friends of Irmo High School: 
 
The Irmo High School Education Foundation invites you to take a special role in celebrating  
and supporting Irmo High School’s tradition of excellence during the Remembering the Past  
and Building a Strong Foundation for the Future fundraising campaign.  During this campaign,  
your qualifying donation to the Irmo High School Education Foundation will be acknowledged  
with a personalized engraved brick that will be installed on the grounds of the high school near 
the front entrance. 
You might use the brick to honor a graduate, a current student or a favorite teacher or staff 
member.   Alumni, please consider purchasing a brick and personalizing it with your name and 
year of graduation from Irmo High School.  Parents of graduating seniors, you may wish to 
commemorate this momentous event with a lasting gift such as a brick engraved with your child’s 
name and graduation date.  Business owners should consider purchasing a brick engraved with 
your company name and logo. 
Through your purchase of a specialized brick, you will be making a positive impact on current and 
future Irmo High School students.  Through the Foundation, you will be putting much-needed 
resources and tools directly into the hands of those who teach.  As state funding declines and 
competition among schools increases, private support can mean the difference between a good 
public high school and a great one. Thank you for your support and together we can maintain Irmo 
High School’s tradition of excellence. 
 
Help us Remember the Past and Build a Strong Foundation for the Future together. 
 
                                                                 https://polarengraving.com/IrmoHighSchoolBricks 
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Teacher of the Month for February      

Special Ed, Jane Miller 
 

Staff of the Month for February     

Clerical Staff, Debra Carlsen 
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Available Scholarships 
Seniors and parents be on the lookout! Scholarships are available and can be accessed via the below link 
or by going to the IHS website. 
http://www.lexrich5.org/Page/5118  
For additional information contact Ruschell Pearson, School Counseling Office (476-3005) 

 
IHS Stingettes Dance Team Performs 
On Sunday, March 5th, the IHS Stingettes Dance Team competed in the Regional Encore Dance 
Competition held at Lexington High School. They received the following placements qualifying them for the 
national competition.  
Hip Hop - 1st place platinum award  
Jazz - 1st place high gold award  
Lyrical - 2nd place high gold award  

             

             
IHS Dance Teacher, Gabrielle Peterson (wearing hat) 
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  Literacy Spotlight#8: 

How Should Students Pick Independent Books? 
 

Reading Standard  
Standard 13: Read independently and comprehend a variety of texts for the            
purposes of reading for enjoyment, acquiring new learning, and building          
stamina; reflect on and respond to increasingly complex text over time. 

 
It’s common for students to complain that they can’t find something to read             
or can’t find a book they like.  So how can you help your student choose  

                                                                books to read outside of school? 
 
                                                                                      Activity 

Remember CLICK 
C: Connections 
Readers usually enjoy books they can connect to in some way. Look for characters who you have something in                   
common with or are in situations you’ve been in before. 
L: Length 
Don’t be afraid of a book that’s long...but you do need to think about if you’re going to want to stick with something                       
for awhile. If it’s an author you know and/or a topic you’re interested in, you may be motivated to read a longer                      
book. 
I: Interests 
Look for a book that relates to something you know you like. It could be a book about that topic or a book where                        
characters participate in an activity you enjoy. 
C: Count to 5 Unknown Words 
Too many words a reader doesn’t know can get in the way of them understanding what they read. Read the first                     
page or two of a book and keep count of unknown words. If you get to more than 5, that book probably isn’t for you                         
yet.  (But you can jot down the title and come back to it later.) 
K: Knowledge of Topic or Author 
Think about books you’ve read before that you liked. Who wrote them? If you liked one book by a certain author,                     
you may want to try another one by that person. 

 
District Five Extended Studies Diploma 
 
To be eligible to receive a School District Five Extended Studies Diploma, a student must earn 28 units of 
credit and perform 10 hours of community service work each year. Students are responsible for annually 
verifying community service. Verification forms are available in the Counseling Office and should be 
submitted annually to the appropriate counselor by May 1st during the 9th, 10th, 11th grade years, and by 
February 1st during the senior year. Competitive colleges look for students who have gone above and 
beyond the minimum requirements. While an Extended Studies Diploma is a local award and does not 
guarantee college admission, the higher level courses and the extent of commitment required will 
certainly enhance a student’s profile when applying to college. 
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“Real Money Real World” Class Activity 

 
Community members supported and participated in the event! 

 

 
Student Quotes ……………..         “Your needs should always outweigh your wants” 
  
                                                    “Education is key” 

                                                        “Children are expensive” 
                    “Manage your money” 
                                                                                                         “The simulation was eye-opening” 
“Explore your options – decide where you will spend your money” 
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*Any questions contact the Junior Class Sponsor, Hope Deese - vdeese@lexrich5.org 
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Please contact Ms. Pearson, Irmo School Counselor for additional information/476-3001. 
Packets may be picked up at the Athletic Office, Main Office, School Counseling Dept., and 
located on the Athletic website (fearthestingihs.org), as well, Irmo High School website.   
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African American Read-In 
We had over 1,000 students participate in February's African American Read-In.  
 
Highlights included: 
African American biographies read on the loudspeaker daily. 
Poetry slams in the back of the library. 
Reading and viewing works by August Wilson, Fredrick Douglas and Nora Zeale Hurston. 
Reading and viewing  biographies of notable African Americans in science, film and sports. 
Listening and learning about the evolution of jazz, hip-hop and rap. 
Using Actively Learn to read articles about Civil Rights. 
Creating a Tagul word cloud document about  notable African American business leaders and authors. 
 
The winner of our random teacher drawing is Bonnie Robinson (Sp. Ed teacher) who will receive a healthy treat 
package to use for classroom incentives. Thank-you to all who shared their lessons.  

 
 

Young Adult Book Awards Luncheon 
18 students participated in our Young Adult Book Awards Challenge Read. Each student read 3 books between Jan 
3 and Feb. 28 from the library  list, and voted on their favorite book during our appreciation luncheon. The votes 
were submitted to the SC Young Adult Book Awards Committee to be added to statewide votes for the SC best 
book of the year.  

 
                              Palmetto Girls State and Palmetto Boys State 
 
 Palmetto Girls State and Palmetto Boys State will be held  
 June 11 -17.  Juniors interested in attending this prestigious summer  
 program are invited to an interest meeting to be held during Advisory on  
 Thursday, March 16th, in the back of the Media Center.  

 
Please see Ms. Westbury or Mr. Pressley in the School Counselor’s Office if you have any questions. 

 
Senator Lindsey O. Graham, Announces Military Academy Day 
Juniors and Seniors are invited to attend and learn more about life at a Service Academy, along with the application 
process.  Dress is casual and there is no cost. Presentations will be made by these academies: US Air Force, Coast 
Guard, Merchant Marine, Military Academy at West point, Naval Academy, US Dept of Defense Medical 
Examination Review Board, and ROTC.  
Saturday, April 1, 2017 
9:30am - Noon  
Place: The National Advocacy Center, 1620 Pendleton Street, Columbia, SC 
RSVP no later than Tuesday, March 28, 2017 via lgraham.senate.gov/academydayregistration  
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                           Students In Service (SIS) Club Honors Staff with Fish Fry Dinner 

 

 

 
            Club Sponsor: Sherrel Mars 
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