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Calendar of 

Events 

January 

 Jan 16: End of  
second nine weeks 

 Jan 21: MLK Jr . 
Day School Closed 

 Jan 23: Science 
Fair 

 Jan 24: BES   
Family STEAM 
Night 6:00-7:00pm 

 Jan 25: Repor t 
cards issued 

 Jan 30: Ear ly     
Release Day, 11:40 
dismissal 

 

February 

 Feb 18:            
Presidents’ Day        
Student Holiday  
No School 

 Feb 27: Ear ly     
Release Day, 11:40 
dismissal 

 

 

 

 

 

A South Carolina Red Carpet School 

An Exemplary Writing School  National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 2010 

2006 State Winner of the S.C. International Reading Assoc. Exemplary Reading Award  

www.lexrich5.org/bes  

 

“Excellent” Report Card 
Rating  2004-05, 2005-06, 
2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09, 

2009-10, 2010-11, 2011-12 & 
2012-13, 2013-14                           

Closing the Achievement Gap 
Recognition 2003-04, 2004-05, 

2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 
2008-09, 2010-11 & 2011-12 

From the Principal 

Robin W. Bright 

BES Family STEAM Night!  
 
Join us on Thursday, January 24th from            

6:00 – 7:00pm for a super fun family night with a       

hands-on STEAM theme! Believe it or not, the 

foundation for college and career readiness starts 

at the youngest ages! There will be activities 

throughout the building, so wear your favorite college shirt or dress like your future    

career and come explore the fun!  

Dear BES families, 
 
 
I can’t believe how quickly the school year is passing! We are almost halfway through 
the school year! We have had a wonderful first half of the year and I am very excited 
about what the second half will hold. 
 
On a chillier note, we are expecting the weather to shift to more of a winter pattern in the 
coming days. Occasional warm, sunny days can be misleading and children start  
breaking out spring clothes a little too soon. Please make sure children are dressed  
appropriately for the school day – especially recess!  Layers are recommended! As you 
are pulling out jackets and hats, take a moment to write your child’s name or initials in 
them so if they are misplaced, we can easily get them back to their owner. 
 

Robin W. Bright 

It's that time of year - coughing, colds, sniffles... 
  
All medications given at school including cough drops have to be dropped off by a 

parent with the signed medication consent form.  If it is an over-the-counter medication 

like Motrin, Tylenol, and Cough Drops, only a parent signature at the bottom of the 

consent sheet is required. If it is a prescription medication, the doctor's signature is 

required as well as the parent signature. Please contact Nurse Baughman at 476-4509 

if you have any questions. 
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Kindergarten registration has begun! 

 
Online registration for students in School District Five who are eligible for 
five-year old kindergarten has begun! If you have a student who will     
attend five-year kindergarten next year, please make plans to enroll your 
child as soon as   possible. If you know of someone who has a child who 
needs to register, please share this information with them. To register for 
kindergarten, your child must be five years old on or before Sept. 1, 2019. 
Parents of children meeting this eligibility deadline should complete all sections of the ONLINE form, then call the 
school’s registrar, Mrs. Spell, at     476-4500 to make an appointment to complete the  process. You will need to bring 
the following documents to the meeting with the registrar: 

 

 Your child’s legal birth certificate 
 

 A current South Carolina Certificate of Immunization or a South Carolina Certificate of Medical or Reli-
gious Exemption 

 

 A property tax receipt or a rental lease showing all occupants 
 

 Two utility bills showing your correct home address 
 
Registering your child early helps us and helps you! Registering early allows us to know how many students to expect 
in our classes and make plans to accommodate our enrollment with allocated classroom space, supplies, and         
personnel. Registering early provides the opportunity for you to attend our Kindergarten Orientation in the spring along 
with your child. So, everyone benefits! 

Getting started on time 

 
Our instructional day begins at 7:50. Because it is important for students and teachers to begin their day on time, we 
kindly request that there be no classroom visits during the first thirty minutes of the day. Once the tardy bell rings,       
parents and other guests will not be allowed to sign in without a pre-arranged appointment. If you wish to walk your 
child to class, please plan to arrive no later than 7:40 so there is enough time to sign in and out prior to the tardy bell.     
Parents are always welcome to visit, but we ask that you avoid the early morning time so that students and teachers 
can start their instructional day on time. If you need to get a message to your child’s teacher, our office staff will be 
happy to assist you. 

Special Treats for the Class 

 
When special events pop up in the classroom, please remember the District 5 Wellness Policy that states students 
shall not be given food with minimal nutritional value. If you decide to provide treats for any celebrations please con-
sider sending fruit, vegetables, stickers, pencils, etc. Treats, such as cupcakes, cookies, and candy cannot be provid-
ed to our students. Plans should be made in advance with the homeroom teacher so that she has time to ensure that 
special snacks are policy compliant. Snacks have to be in compliance with the Institute of Medicine (IOM) recom-
mended   Nutrition Standards for Foods in Schools: 
 
< 200 calories; 
< 35% of total calories from fat; 
< 10% of calories from saturated fats; zero trans fat (< 0.5 g per serving) 
< 35% of calories from total sugars; and 
< 200 mg sodium. 
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Have a question?  

          Want to share an idea?  

                   Need some help with a concern? 
    

The Administrative Team at BES is always available to help in any way we can! In the mornings we can be found    

floating throughout the building helping to get the morning started. Do you prefer to speak in private? We are happy to 

meet with you at your convenience. You can contact us by calling the main office at 476-4500 or emailing us directly.  

 

Principal Robin Bright rbright@lexrich5.org 

Assistant Principal Zach Keister zkeister@lexrich5.org 

Assistant Administrator Rebecca Dilley rdilley@lexrich5.org  

D5 Elementary Cell Phone Policy 

Students may possess wireless communication devices in school, on school property, during after school 
activities (e.g. extra-curricular activities) and at school-related functions. However, students may not use 
wireless devices such as celluar phones, Apple watches, or any other communication devices during school 
hours (7:10-2:40). Cellular phones that ring or vibrate during school hours will be considered “in use”;  
therefore, phones should be turned OFF during school hours to avoid being confiscated by teachers or            
administration. 

Consequences for using wireless devices during school hours: 

 First Offense: Warning / Return to Parent 

 Second Offense: School Consequence / Return to Parent 

 Third Offense: School Consequence / Return to Parent  

 Fourth Offense: Wireless device confiscated through end of the semester 

Spirit Day   

Remember - every Friday at Ballentine is Spirit Day! We encourage you to wear 

your spirit wear each and every Friday. If you would like to purchase spirit wear 

order forms are located in the front office. Show your BES pride!  

 

mailto:rbright@lexrich5.org
mailto:zkeister@lexrich5.org
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Character Counts! 

Initiative 

Our character trait for the month of January is Initiative. Students will learn that taking an initiative means to “see work 
that has to be done and do it.” According to Parent Cue, there are 4 ways to help instill initiative in our children. 

 Model it: talk about ways we’re taking an initiative such as noticing the trash needs to be emptied and taking it
out.

 Let them do it

 Be prepared: consider setting up home so that kids have access to help such as having cleaning kits in the
bathrooms for kid use.

 Praise the effort not the result.

Congratulations to the following K-2 

January Star Students: 

Kinlee M.  
Cameron M.  
Uriah M.  
Victoria W.  
Jacob L. 
Tyler B.   
Harper J.  
Abby B.   
Aidan R.  
Ethan J.   
Cade C.  
Charlie B. 
June T.   
Jake B.   
Dalton S.  
Janelle T.  
Jay B.   
Matthew T.  
Jacob B.  
Luke J. 
Mani W. 
Ryan B.   
Charlie F.  
Leah R. 

Kenta T.  
Kadyn S.  
Wesley P.  
Izzy R.-T.  
Isaac K.  
Rileigh L.  
Abram M. 

Upcoming Evenrs/Information

January 31st is National Thank Your Mentor Day! 

We would like to take an opportunity to thank our wonderful 
mentors here at BES. 
We truly appreciate you all giving our students your time and 
dedication. It takes a village! 

If you are interested in joining our mentoring program, feel free 
to contact Stephanie Danley at our district office at 331-1276 for 
more information. We would love to have you! 



School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties does not 
discriminate based on race, color, national origin, sex or handicap in 
admission to, treatment in or employment in its programs and activi-
ties.  The following persons have been designated to handle inquir-
ies regarding the nondiscrimination policies:  Dr. Allison Jacques, 
Title IX Coordinator, and Dr. Angie Slatton, 504 Coordinator, 1020 
Dutch Fork Road, Irmo, SC  29002, (803) 476-8000. 

Our Mission 
The mission of Ballentine Elementary School is to join 

together community, staff, students, and families to ensure 

that all students are provided a world-class, rigorous edu-

cation. 

Our Vision 
In partnership with the community, staff, students, and 

families, Ballentine Elementary School will exemplify ex-

cellence in education in a positive, safe and nurturing 

environment in order to prepare our students to be fully 

participating citizens and leaders.  We will foster the devel-

opment of creative thinking, encourage curiosity and prob-

lem solving, promote respect for individual differences and 

uphold high ethical standards. 

Page 5 The Bear Bulletin  







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring the family and join us on 
 

Thursday, January 24th from 6:00 - 7:00pm 
 

for a hands-on, family friendly, fun-filled night exploring activities that incorporate 
science, technology, engineering, the arts, and mathematical thinking! 

 
 

To make the evening easier on busy families, dinners will be available for pre-order. 
 

Adult Meal - 2 slices of pizza, cookie, drink - $5 

Child meal - 1 slice of pizza, cookie, drink - $4 
 

Meal pre-orders and payment due no later than Tuesday, January 22nd. 
 

*** Meals will available by pre-order only *** 

  Please indicate how many of each:  

 
  Adult meal (2 slices cheese pizza, cookie, drink - $5 ea)  ______  

  Adult meal (2 slices pepperoni pizza, cookie, drink - $5 ea)  ______    

  Child’s meal (1 slice cheese pizza, cookie, drink - $4 ea)  ______  

  Child’s meal (1 slice pepperoni pizza, cookie, drink - $4 ea)  ______    

 
  Total amount enclosed:  $__________    
  
        
  Print Student Name: __________________________________    
 
  Homeroom Teacher: ______________________________  

 
Checks should be made payable to BES.  
Pre-order form and payment due by 1/22. 

 

  

BES 
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