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Calendar of 

Events 

March 

• March 13:         
No School   
Teacher Student 
Holiday 

• March 16:         
No School  
Teahcer                
In-Service Day 

• March27:        
PTO              
Spring Carnival 

 

April 

• April: 7        
Spring Picture Day 

• April 10:     
Teacher/Student 
Hioliday             
No School 

• April 13-17:  
Spring Break 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A South Carolina Red Carpet School 

An Exemplary Writing School  National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 2010 

2006 State Winner of the S.C. International Reading Assoc. Exemplary Reading Award  

www.lexrich5.org/bes  

 

“Excellent” Report Card 
Rating  2004-05, 2005-06, 
2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09, 

2009-10, 2010-11, 2011-12 & 
2012-13, 2013-14                           

Closing the Achievement Gap 
Recognition 2003-04, 2004-05, 

2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 
2008-09, 2010-11 & 2011-12 

From the Principal 

Robin W. Bright 

 
Dear BES families, 

 
I know it is hard to believe, but it is that time of year when we start planning for the next 
school year. An important part of that process is setting up our advisory and support 
groups such as the School Improvement Council (SIC) and the Parent-Teacher          
Organization (PTO) board. In this edition of the Bear Bulletin you will find information 
about how you can get involved at BES – whether it is once a year or once a week. I  
encourage anyone interested to run for one of our vacant elected positions. I am also 
looking for names of community members who would be interested in serving our school 
in this capacity. If you are interested in learning more about how you can get involved at 
BES, please see the information below about upcoming opportunities. 

We are also getting to the time of year when our weather is constantly changing 
with chilly mornings and slightly warmer afternoons. Please make sure children are 
dressed appropriately for the school day – especially those who may have an early      
recess!  
          
                                                                           Sincerely, 

Robin W. Bright 

BES Spring Carnival, March 27th 
 
Join us for our Spring Carnival! March 27th from 5-8 pm. It is a night of family games 

and fun that you will not want to miss. We can’t have 

this awesome event without volunteers. Please use 

the link below to volunteer your time to this night of 

family fun! 

BES Spring Carnival Volunteer Sign-Up 

 

It takes a village… and we are thankful for ours! 

 
Congratulations to the following people/organizations for being nominated as the BES 
Volunteers of the Year! They have worked diligently with our school and truly deserve 
these honors!  
 

BES Volunteer of the Year – Dana Bell 
BES Business Partner of the Year – Social Grill 
BES Mentor of the Year – Alle Denney 
BES Volunteer Group of the Year – Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Parent-Teacher Organization Group of the Year – BES PTO 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b45aaad2fa4fd0-besspring
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It's still that time of year - coughing, colds, sniffles.  
When should you keep your child at home?  

• Fever: A temperature of 100° or more is a fever. Not only are fevers a sign of some sort of 
infection, it also usually means that they are shedding germs right and left. There’s just no way 
you can know whether things will get better or worse — and while giving them medicine might 
bring the fever down, it won’t stop them from being contagious. Students should be fever-free 
(without medications such as Advil or Tylenol) for 24 hours before returning to school. 

 

• Vomiting or diarrhea. The same 24-hour rule applies since some viruses can be contagious for an extra day 
or so.  

  
To help avoid unnecessary exposure to germs, most minor issues (bandaid, muddy/wet clothes, headache, loose 

tooth etc) will be handled in the classroom. 

All medications given at school (including cough drops) have to be dropped off by a parent with the signed medication 

consent form.  If it is an over-the-counter medication like Motrin, Tylenol, and Cough Drops, only a parent signature at 

the bottom of the consent sheet is required. If it is a prescription medication, the doctor's signature is required as well 

as the parent signature  

Kindergarten registration has begun! 
 
Registration for students in School District Five who are eligible for          
five-year old kindergarten has begun! This year, however, the registration 
process will be done ONLINE. If you have a student who will attend      
five-year kindergarten next year, please make plans to enroll your child as 
soon as possible. If you know of someone who has a child who needs to 
register, please share this information with them. To register for kindergar-
ten, your child must be five years old on or before Sept. 1, 2020. Parents of children meeting this eligibility deadline 
should complete all sections of the ONLINE form, then call the school’s registrar, Mrs. Spell, at 476-4500 to make an 
appointment to complete the process. You will need to bring the following documents to the meeting with the registrar: 
 

• Your child's legal birth certificate 

• A current South Carolina Certificate of Immunization or a South Carolina Certificate of Medical or         
Religious Exemption 

• A property tax receipt or a rental lease showing all occupants 

• Two utility bills showing your correct home address 
 

Registering your child early helps us and helps you! Registering early allows us to know how many students to expect 

in our classes and make plans to accommodate our enrollment with allocated classroom space, supplies, and person-

nel. Registering early provides the opportunity for you to attend our Kindergarten Orientation in the spring along with 

your child. So, everyone benefits! 

Special Treats for the Class 

 

As we move into the fall season, please remember the District 5 Wellness Policy that states students shall 
not be given food with minimal nutritional value. Therefore, if you decide to provide treats for any holiday 
celebrations please send fruit, vegetables, stickers, pencils, etc. All special snacks must be approved by 
the teacher in advance. Please help us with this so we can avoid disappointment at the last minute. 
Treats, such as candy, cupcakes, most cookies and sweets cannot be provided to our students as they do 
not meet the Institute of Medicine (IOM) recommended Nutrition Standards for Foods in Schools:  
 < 200 calories;  
 < 35% of total calories from fat;  
 < 10% of calories from saturated fats;  
 Zero trans fat (< 0.5 g per serving)  
 < 35% of calories from total sugars; and  
 < 200 mg sodium. 
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Calendar Notes  
The end of the year will come fast and furious, so here are some important dates for you as you plan ahead. 

Spring Testing Dates: 

SCPass: Science - 4th gr - May 8 
SCReady: Writing - 3rd, 4th, & 5th gr - May 12 
SCReady: Reading - 3rd, 4th, & 5th gr - May 13 
SCReady: Math - 3rd, 4th, & 5th gr - May 19 

• Special activities to put on your radar

• Spring Carnival & Silent Auction - March 27

• Spring Picture Day - April 7

• Pelican’s Family Night - April 23

• Kindergarten Orientation - May 15

• Bear Blast - June 3

• ½ day and Kindergarten Celebration - June 4

• ½ day and 5th grade promotion - June 5

Do you want to be more involved at BES, but aren’t quite sure where to start? 

Are you a working parent with limited time to participate in school activities? If you have 
great ideas or are interested in being a part of the BES support and advisory groups, 
then we have just the spot for you!  

Our School Improvement Council is an advisory group of elected parent, community, 
and teacher representatives that work together to support the school’s initiatives. We 
meet monthly at 7:00am, so it is the perfect way to be involved, and still make it to work 
on time! The SIC is a great opportunity to hear about and be a part of the school    
decision-making process firsthand. We have two open positions for the upcoming school 
year. 

Our PTO is a more active group that can be seen throughout the building. We are    
looking for nominations for each of the Board positions. We have a very involved parent 
group, so much of the work is just helping to plan events and coordinate support for activities. We are accepting  
nominations for President and Secretary of PTO for the upcoming school year,  

Both groups provide easy opportunities for all parents to be involved in the school. We value parent input - your ideas, 
suggestions, and feedback help us make decisions that keep our school moving forward!  See the nomination form at 
the end of this newsletter. A hard copy will also be coming home in Thursday folders. 

Improving Communication

Lexington-Richland School District Five has implemented a new communications tool for our students and staff to   
anonymously report information to school officials.  StopIt Solutions will serve as another resource that is added to a 
host of other safety measures we already have in place at our school.  StopIt reinforces our commitment to safety, 
knowing that students and staff have a way of reporting incidents quickly and can play a critical role in keeping schools 
safe.  We thank our parents for partnering with us in always ensuring a safe, learning environment for all of our    
students. Although this is another avenue for students, the quickest and most effective way to share an immediate   
problem or concern is always to contact your child's teacher or administrator.  
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Character Counts! 

Honesty 

Our character word for the month of March is Honesty. Students are learning that being honest means 
“always telling the truth.” Take advantage of opportunities to share your thoughts and feelings about honesty 
with your child. By talking about situations that your child experienced, they are better able to understand the 

Congratulations to the following K-2

March Star Students: 

Ivy S.
Logan Z. 
Jaceyana E.   
Joann Y. 
Rafe M. 
Daniel B. 
Major J. 
Layla B. 
Dylan B. 
Maggie McG.   
Callie H. 
Austin H. 
Ariana M. 
Georgia K.   
Arielle P.-C.   
Carver F. 

William C.  
Ellie L.   
Alyson K.  
Londyn S.  
Leila C.   
Madison E. 
Emmalyn McK. 
Benji L.   
Lillian F.  
Preston A. 

Upcoming Events/Information 

A Game to Practice Honesty! 

Help your kids learn the difference between the truth 
and a lie with this simple game. You and your child take 
turns saying statements and the other person has to 
decide if it is true or a fib. A great game to play in the 
car or while you are waiting! 

Congratulations to the our March Art Students 

of the Month! 

Sean E. 
Domenic T. 
Lucas S.  
Kyleigh S. 

Mary Grace L. 
Georgia K.   
Chandler McG. 

Congratulations to the our March P.E Students 

of the Month! 

Jace B.   
Emerie E.  
Nicholas G.  
Austin L.  
Hunter T.  
Owen C. 

Gabriee F. 
Christian P.  
Ava D.   
Kyle S.   
James W. 
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Our Mission… 
The mission of Ballentine Elementary School is to join together      
community, staff, students, and families to ensure that all students are 
provided a world-class, rigorous education. 

Our Vision… 
In partnership with the community, staff, students, and families,  
Ballentine Elementary School will exemplify excellence in  education in 
a positive, safe and nurturing environment in order to prepare our  
students to be fully participating citizens and  leaders.  We will foster the 
development of creative thinking, encourage curiosity and  problem 
solving, promote respect for individual differences and uphold high 
ethical standards. 

School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties does 
not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, sex or 
handicap in admission to, treatment in or employment in its 
programs and activities.  The following persons have been 
designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination 
policies:  Dr. Allison Jacques, Title IX Coordinator, and Dr. 
Angie Slatton, 504 Coordinator, 1020 Dutch Fork Road, Irmo, 
SC  29002, (803) 476-8000. 

Have a question? 
 Want to share an idea? 

 Need some help with a concern?

The Administrative Team at BES is always available to help in any way we can! In the mornings we can be 
found floating throughout the building helping to get the morning started. Do you prefer to speak in private? 
We are happy to meet with you at your convenience. You can contact us by calling the main office at 
476-4500 or emailing us directly.

Principal Robin Bright rbright@lexrich5.org 

Assistant Principal Zach Keister zkeister@lexrich5.org 

Assistant Administrator Trina Dickerson tdickers@lexrich5.org 

Spirit Day 

Remember - every Friday at Ballentine is Spirit Day! We encourage you to wear your spirit wear each and every    

Friday. If you would like to purchase spirit wear order forms are located in the front office. Show your BES pride! 

Getting started on time

Our instructional day begins at 7:50. Because it is important for students and teachers to begin their day on time, we 
kindly request that there be no classroom visits during the first thirty minutes of the day. Once the tardy bell rings,   
parents and other guests will not be allowed to sign in without a pre-arranged appointment. If you wish to walk your 
child to class, please plan to arrive no later than 7:40 so there is enough time to sign in and out prior to the tardy bell. 
Parents are always welcome to visit, but we ask that you avoid the early morning time so that students and teachers 
can start their instructional day on time. If you need to get a message to your child’s teacher, our office staff will be 
happy to assist you. 

mailto:rbright@lexrich5.org
mailto:zkeister@lexrich5.org
mailto:tdickers@lexrich5.org


BES School Improvement Council and Parent Teacher Organization 
Nominations 2020-2021 

The BES School Improvement Council (SIC) and Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO) elections are upon 
us and we are accepting nominations for parents to serve on our SIC and PTO.  

The School Improvement Council is an advisory group that meets once a month at 7:00am which makes it 
a great opportunity for working parents to get involved.  

The PTO is a more active group with members being seen throughout the building on a regular basis 
organizing school-wide activities and supporting teaching and learning through fundraising and 

volunteering their time.  

Both organizations are vital to the success of our school and we encourage anyone interested to run for 
one of our vacant elected positions. If you have any questions about the responsibilities or time 

commitments of any of the positions below, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Mrs. Bright, BES Principal, 
at  RBright@lexrich5.org or call 476-4500. 

Please return the following information to the front office no later than 
Friday, March 27, 2020 if you are interested in serving. 

I would like to be placed on the ballot for: 

____   School Improvement Council 

____  President of PTO 

____  Secretary of PTO 

(Please Print)  

Name______________________________________________________________________________  

Address_____________________________________________________________________________  

Email address ________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone No._________________________  

Student’s Name ___________________________________________________  

Use the back of this form to briefly tell us about yourself and why you want to serve on our SIC or PTO Board. 
(This will be printed on the ballots.)  

mailto:RBright@lexrich5.org


2020 

Spring Carnival Wristbands & Tickets on sale NOW!! 
Don’t stand in line at the carnival! Pre-order your wristbands & tickets and go straight to the  

action! Wristbands are accepted for MECHANICAL RIDES and BOUNCIES ONLY but they are a 
huge savings AND allow the wearer to enjoy the mechanical rides and bouncies an UNLIMITED 

number of times. Tickets will also be accepted to ride all rides and bouncies and are required for the 
games. Ticket requirements for each attraction are on the reverse side.  

Wristbands are $18 if pre-ordered by Fri., Mar. 20th ($25 thereafter and at the door). 

Tickets are .50¢ each. Pre-order $20 tickets (40) and get 5 free! 

Pre-orders due by Fri., March 20th 

Wristbands:          Qty:_________ x $18.00 = _________ 
 

Tickets:       Total Tix (including free) = _________    Qty:_________ x .50¢ =__________ 

 
 

TOTAL: $__________ 
Payment: _____Cash     _____Check #_____ Name on Check ___________________________ 

Wristbands/Tickets will go home on Thurs. 3/26 with:       
Student’s Name: __________________    Teacher:_____________     Grade: ______ B
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*Wristbands can be used to ride the mechanical rides and bouncies ONLY and allow
the wearer UNLIMITED # of rides! Will be $25 after 3/20!

*Tickets can be used to ride the rides, bounce on
the inflatables, play the games, and more!

Cash or Check accepted. Make checks payable to BES PTO. All ticket/wristband purchases are non-refundable. 

th 



To sign up to volunteer at the Spring Carnival, please visit:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45AAAD2FA4FD0-besspring 

2020 

Attraction Tickets 

Spinner - W, T 6 

Way Out Swings - W, T 6 

Tall Hard Slide - W, T 6 

Tiger Bounce House - W, T 4 

Whacky Slide Bouncy - W, T 4 

Sweet Treat Walk - T only 4 

Mini Donkey Wagon Ride - T only 4 

Hoops Basketball Game - T only 2 

Skee Ball Game - T only 2 

Tic Tac Toe Game- T only 2 

Connect 3 Game- T only 2 

Carnival Games - T only 2 

Small World Games - T only 
Games for 5 years and younger 1 

Face Painting/ Hair Chalk - T only 2 

Popcorn/Drinks/Candy - T only 2 and up 

W=Wristbands accepted 
T=Tickets ONLY accepted 

Food Vendors include: 
Chick fil A 

Pelican’s SnoBalls 

*Food vendors take CASH only

We’ll also have popcorn, pizza, 
cotton candy, Soda Pop &  

Candy Shop, and the famous 
Sweet Treat Walk!! 

Check out our Facebook page to see pictures of the 
rides & Games! 

    https://www.facebook.com/BallentineElementarySchool 

th 



BES CARNIVAL 
Sweet Treat Walk 

Previously known as the “Cake Walk” 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 

1. Drop off  home baked or store bought sweet treats in the front

office by Fri., 3/27. You’ll receive 4 tix for every item donated. 

2. Donate $ online by Fri., 3/27. Go to this site to donate $ and we’ll do

the shopping or baking for you! For each $5 increment donated = 4 tix!

https://bes-pto-carnival-sweet-treat-walk-donation.cheddarup.com

3. Send in $ using the form below by Fri., 3/27. You may send in cash or

check. For each $5 increment donated = 4 free tix!

We are in need of  sweet treat donations. Examples: 

Cakes Cupcakes Brownies Blondies

Cookies Fudge/Bark Cake Pops Muffins

Bars Pies Rice Krispies Treats

There are 3 ways to help with the Sweet Treat Walk! 

https://bes-pto-carnival-sweet-treat-walk-donation.cheddarup.com/
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