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Calendar of 

Events 

 

May 

 May 27: Memorial 
Day. School Closed 

 May 31: Bear  Blast 

 

June 

 June 5:               
Early dismissal 

     5th grade Promotion 

 

 June 6:               
Early dismissal. Last 
day for students. 

       Kindergarten 
       Celebration 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A South Carolina Red Carpet School 

An Exemplary Writing School  National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 2010 

2006 State Winner of the S.C. International Reading Assoc. Exemplary Reading Award  

www.lexrich5.org/bes  

 

“Excellent” Report Card 
Rating  2004-05, 2005-06, 
2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09, 

2009-10, 2010-11, 2011-12 & 
2012-13, 2013-14                           

Closing the Achievement Gap 
Recognition 2003-04, 2004-05, 

2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 
2008-09, 2010-11 & 2011-12 

From the Principal 

Robin W. Bright 

Calendar Corrections 
  
Please note the following corrections to the BES school calendar that you received at the 
beginning of the school year 

 
Bear Blast will be Friday, May 31. 

5th grade promotion will be Wednesday, June 5. 
Kindergarten Celebration will be Thursday, June 6. 

The 1/2 days are June 5th and 6th only. We will dismiss at 10:45.  

Dear BES families,  

As the end of the year comes closer and closer, thoughts drift to summer vacation - but 

we still have several weeks of school. Although there are many fun activities planned 

between now and the end of school, we also have a lot of learning left and we work up 

until the final moment. Please encourage your child to keep school as a priority---read 

every night, rest, and be ready for a good day at school. It has been a wonderful year 

and we want everyone to finish strong. If you have a rising kindergarten student or know 

someone who does, we are currently enrolling for the upcoming school year. Registra-

tion information can be located on the BES or the D5 websites. Once the online portion 

is completed, please contact our Registrar, Mrs. Spell, to complete the process. More 

information is provided below. We look forward to  meeting the newest BES Bears!    

Finally, this is a good time to check out the lost and found box by the cafeteria for     

jackets, sweaters, and sweatshirts that may have gone missing during the winter. It is 

absolutely overflowing! Any clothing items left at the end of the school year will be      

donated to charity.  

 

Cafeteria Information 

It is time for us to start our close out procedures. During these last few weeks of school, 
it is important to keep an eye on the balance in your child’s lunch account. When an   
account has a negative balance we will send home reminders in your child’s weekly 
communication folder, as well as attempt to reach you via email and telephone. Negative 
balances will carry over to the next school year and payment will be required in order to 
obtain enrollment information and homeroom teacher assignments for the upcoming 
school year. Parents are asked to please send in enough money to cover the negative 
balance, as well as any other  breakfasts/lunches your child may eat at school over the 
next several weeks. Parents should contact Bridgette Gause, Assistant Cafeteria Man-
ager at 476-4584 for  information about their child’s balance.  
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Kindergarten registration has begun!

Registration for students in School District Five who are eligible for five-year old kindergarten has begun! This year, 
however, the registration process will be done ONLINE. If you have a student who will attend five-year kindergarten 
next year, please make plans to enroll your child as soon as possible. If you know of someone who has a child who 
needs to register, please share this information with them. To register for kindergarten, your child must be five years 
old on or before Sept. 1, 2019. Parents of children meeting this eligibility   
deadline should complete all sections of the ONLINE form, then call the school’s 
registrar, Mrs. Spell, at 476-4500 to make an appointment to complete the 
process. You will need to bring the following documents to the meeting with the 
registrar: 

 Your child's legal birth certificate

 A current South Carolina Certificate of Immunization or a South Carolina
Certificate of Medical or Religious Exemption

 A property tax receipt or a rental lease showing all occupants

 Two utility bills showing your correct home address

Registering your child early helps us and helps you! Registering early allows us to know how many students to expect 
in our classes and make plans to  accommodate our enrollment with allocated classroom space, supplies, and  
personnel.  

Spirit Day 

Remember - every Friday at Ballentine is Spirit Day! We encourage you to wear your spirit wear each and 
every Friday. If you would like to purchase spirit wear order forms are located in the front office. Show your 
BES pride! 

Proof of Residence Required of All D5 Students 

Once again this year, all District 5 students will be required to provide THREE proofs of residence for the upcoming 
school year. In order for your child to be scheduled into a homeroom, you will need to provide the following prior to 
August 16:  

1) Property tax bill / Lease / or Real Estate Closing documents

2) TWO bills dated June 1, 2019 or later. These can be electric, water, sewer, cable, satellite, phone, vehicle tax
or voter registration card.

You may drop by the school at your convenience as this process truly takes about two minutes. Our front office is 
open from 7:00am – 4:00pm through June 6. From June 10 – August 8, the school hours will be 7:00am – 5:00pm, 
Monday – Thursday. You can also fax them to BES at 476-4520. Please write your child(ren)’s name(s) on them so 
we can make sure the info is recorded for the appropriate student(s). When a student and his/her parent/legal guardi-
an move in with a family in an existing home/apartment, the parent/legal guardian must still provide proof of accepta-
ble address through the affidavit process. The homeowner must provide the three proofs of residence above and an 
affidavit must be completed and notarized. Please call 476-4500 and speak to Mrs. Spell, our registrar, if you have any 
questions.  
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Have a question? 

 Want to share an idea? 

 Need some help with a concern?

The Administrative Team at BES is always available to help in any way we can! In the mornings we can be found   

floating throughout the building helping to get the morning started. Do you prefer to speak in private? We are happy to 

meet with you at your convenience. You can contact us by calling the main office at 476-4500 or emailing us directly.  

Principal Robin Bright rbright@lexrich5.org 

Assistant Principal Zach Keister zkeister@lexrich5.org 

Assistant Administrator Rebecca Dilley rdilley@lexrich5.org 

Yearbook Distribution 

Yearbooks will be distributed on Monday, June 3. There are less than 100 yearbooks left for purchase, so please don ’t 

miss out on this wonderful collection of memories from the 2018-2019 school year. You may purchase yearbooks in 

the front office, but with such a limited number of books remaining, they will be first come first serve. The cost of the 

yearbooks is $35.00. 

School Supplies 

Once again this year, our PTO is offering school supply kits as a service for our BES families. School Tool Box order 

forms were recently sent home in Thursday folders. Save yourself time and hassle by pre-ordering school supplies for 

your student for next year. No searching for supplies and standing in line! They will be delivered directly to the school 

and we will take them to your child’s classroom. Simply order online at www.schooltoolbox.com. Deadline to order is 

June 9th . If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Fradenburg at 476-4500.   

Medication Pick Up from the Health Room 

The end of the school year is almost here and we are making preparations for the closing of the Health Room. If your 

child has medication here at school, a parent or guardian will need to pick up the medication before 12:00 pm on 

Thursday June 6th . For safety reasons, we do not send medications home with students and medications 

cannot be stored over the summer months. Any medications remaining will have to be disposed of according to DHEC  

regulations. Please stop by the health room to pick up your child’s medications before 12:00pm on Thursday, June 6th. 

If you need to make special arrangements, please call the nurse at 803-476-4509. Also, if your student will need    

prescription medicine to be given at school or if they have a chronic medical condition, an Individual Health Plan    

and/or medication form for the 2019-2020 school year will be available for you when you pick up your child's  

medication from the health room. Any health care plans that have not been picked up, will be mailed to you at the    

beginning of summer so that you can have them reviewed and signed by your medical doctor prior to school starting in 

August. This is extremely important! It helps us start the year off being able to fully take care of your child's medical 

needs at school. This is also helpful to your doctor as they get an overload of medication permission forms and IHP 

approval forms to sign at the beginning of the school year!  

Planning for Next Year 

I know it is hard to believe, but we are already starting to plan for the 2019-2020 school year! An important part of this 

preparation is building our master schedule and class lists. The staff spends a great deal of time and effort to ensure 

that the individual needs of all students are met. If you have specific concerns, however, about your child ’s academic 

needs, please put them in writing to Mrs. Bright, Principal, by Friday, May 24, 2019. A letter is not needed unless your 

child has specific needs that need to be considered during class placement. Requests for specific  teachers will not be 

considered. All letters must be received by Friday, May 24, 2019.  

mailto:rbright@lexrich5.org
mailto:zkeister@lexrich5.org


School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties does not 
discriminate based on race, color, national origin, sex or handicap in 
admission to, treatment in or employment in its programs and activi-
ties.  The following persons have been designated to handle inquir-
ies regarding the nondiscrimination policies:  Dr. Allison Jacques, 
Title IX Coordinator, and Dr. Angie Slatton, 504 Coordinator, 1020 
Dutch Fork Road, Irmo, SC  29002, (803) 476-8000. 

Our Mission 
The mission of Ballentine Elementary School is to join 

together community, staff, students, and families to ensure 

that all students are provided a world-class, rigorous edu-

cation. 

Our Vision 
In partnership with the community, staff, students, and 

families, Ballentine Elementary School will exemplify ex-

cellence in education in a positive, safe and nurturing 

environment in order to prepare our students to be fully 

participating citizens and leaders.  We will foster the devel-

opment of creative thinking, encourage curiosity and prob-

lem solving, promote respect for individual differences and 

uphold high ethical standards. 
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Fond Farewell and Best Wishes! 

Please join us as we send big BES bear hugs and well wishes to several staff members who are either retiring, moving, 
or who are heading out on new adventures all together! Mrs. Bentley (3rd), Mrs. Moody (1st), Mrs. Belue    
(Teacher Assistant), Mrs. Henderson (Teacher Assistant), and Mr. Maudlin (5th). Each of these wonderful staff   
members will be greatly missed and we wish them much happiness.  

Artists of the Month

Ellie B., Connor G., Cade C., Cameron M., Ryleigh N., Chloe C., Kylan S.,   Satabhisha S., D’Couri M., Kenta T., 
Savannah O., Reilly G. 

Spanish Star Students

Victoria R., Gracie L., Emerie E., Catelyn B., Nolan H., Elizabeth U., Sophia E.,  Andrew W., Charlie F., Abram M.-G., 
Julianna F., Ezekiel W., Lucas H., Cade L., Rhese D., Sawyer B. 


