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I. Course Description:   
AP European History course focuses on developing students’ understanding of European history from 

approximately 1450 to present. This strenuous course has students investigate the content of European 

history for significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in four historical periods and 

develop and use the same thinking skills and methods (analyzing primary and secondary sources, making 

historical comparisons, chronological reasoning, and argumentation) employed by historians when they 

study the past. The course also provides five themes (interaction of Europe and the world, poverty and 

prosperity, objective knowledge and subjective visions, states and other institutions of power, and 

individual and society) that student explore throughout the course in order to make connections. Students 

will be expected to take the national AP European History Examination administered by The College 

Board in May. 

 

The AP test will be administered on May 8, 2019 In accordance with Board Policy IHCD-R, all 

students enrolled in Advanced Placement courses must take The College Board administered examination. 

Refusal to participate in the AP exam will result in the course weight dropping from AP weight to honors 

weight.  

 
II.   Instructional Goals 

A.  Key Concepts (pp.34-133, AP European History Curricular Framework) 

Key Concept 1.1: The Worldview of European intellectuals shifted from one based on ecclesiastical 

and classical authority to one based primarily on inquiry and observation of the natural world. 

I.A revival of classical texts to new methods of scholarship and new values in both society and 

religion. 

II. The invention of printing promoted the dissemination of new ideas. 

III. The visual arts incorporated the new ideas of the Renaissance. 

IV. New ideas of science, although folk traditions of knowledge and the universe persisted. 

Key Concept 1.2: The Struggle for Sovereignty within and among States Resulted in Varying 

Degrees of Political Centralization 

I. The new concept of the sovereign state and secular systems of law played a central role in the 

creation of new political institutions.  

II. The competitive state system led to new patterns of diplomacy and new forms of warfare. 

III. The competition of power between monarchs and corporate groups produced different 

distributions of government authority in European states. 
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Key Concept 1.3: Religious Pluralism Challenged the Concept of a Unified Europe 

I. The Protestant and Catholic Reformations 

II. Religious reform increased state control and challenged state authority 

III. Conflicts among religious groups   

Key Concept 1.4: Europeans Explored and Settled Overseas Territories, Encountering and 

Interacting with Indigenous Populations 

I. European nations were driven by commercial and religious motives to explore. 

II. Advances in navigation, cartography, and military technology allowed Europeans to establish 

colonies and empires. 

III. Europeans established overseas empires and trade networks 

IV. Global exchange, destruction of indigenous civilizations, shift of European dominance, and 

expansion of slave trade. 

Key Concept 1.5 European Society and the Experiences of Everyday Life Were Increasingly 

Shaped by Commercial and Agricultural Capitalism 

I. Economic change produced new social patterns, while traditions of hierarchy and status 

persisted. 

II. Most Europeans derived their livelihood from agriculture. 

III. Populations shifts and growing commerce caused expansion of cities. 

IV. The family remained the primary social and economic institution. 

V. Popular culture, leisure activities, and rituals reflect persistence of folk ideas. 

Key Concept 2.1: Different Models of Political Sovereignty Affected the Relationship Among States 

and Between States and Individuals 

I. Absolute monarchy was established 

II. Challenges to absolutism resulted in alternative political systems. 

III. Dynastic and state interests influence diplomacy of European states and frequently led to war. 

IV. The French Revolution 

V. Napoleon 

Key Concept 2.2: The Expansion of European Commerce Accelerated the Growth of a Worldwide 

Economic Network 

I. Europe developed a market economy that provided the foundation of global trade. 

II. Agricultural, industrial, and consumer revolutions in Europe. 

III. Commercial rivalries influenced diplomacy and warfare. 

Key Concept 2.3: Scientific Revolution and the Application of its Methods to Political, Social, and 

Ethical Issues  

I. Rational and empirical thought challenge traditional values and ideas. 

II. New public venues and print media popularized Enlightenment ideas. 

III. New political and economic theories 

IV. Rational analysis of religious practices led to natural religion and the demand for religious 

toleration. 

V. Arts moved from religious themes and royal power emphasized private life and the public 

good. 

VI. Enlightenment ideas challenged 

Key Concept 2.4: The Experiences of Everyday Life Were Shaped by Demographic, 

Environmental, Medical and Technological Changes. 

I.17th century decrease in agricultural production; 18th century began escape from the Malthusian 

imbalance. 

II. Consumer revolution of 18th century 

III. Family and private life 

IV. Cities: economic opportunity, migration, and urban life 

Key Concept 3.1: The Industrial Revolution Spread from Great Britain to the Continent 

I. Great Britain established industrial dominance 



II. Industrialization took root in continental Europe 

III. Second industrial revolution spread industry and industrial processes 

Key Concept 3.2: Everyday Life Shaped by Industrialization 

I. Development of new classes in the industrial regions 

II. Rapid population growth and urbanization 

III. Altered family structure and relations for bourgeois and working-class families 

IV. Heighten consumerism as a result of the second industrial revolution. 

Key Concept 3.3: The Problems of Industrialization Provoked a Range of Ideological, 

Governmental, and Collective Responses 

I.Ideological  

II. Governments response to problems created by industrialization. 

III. Political movements and social organizations 

VI. Social transformations in industrialized societies 

Key Concept 3.4: European States Struggled to Maintain International Stability in an Age of 

Nationalism and Revolutions 

I. The Concert of Europe 

II. Unification of Italy and Germany- liberal reforms  

III. Unification of Italy and Germany transformed European balance of power and new 

diplomatic order. 

Key Concept 3.4: Intensification of European Global Control and Increased Tensions Among the 

Great Powers 

I. Economic, political, and cultural motivations for new imperial venture in Asia and Africa. 

II. Industrial and technological developments facilitated European control of global empires. 

III. Imperialism affected society, diplomacy, and culture in Europe and created resistance to 

foreign control. 

Key Concept 3.6: European Ideas and Culture Expressed Objectivity and Scientific Realism, vs. 

Subjectivity and Individual Expression 

I. Romanticism 

II. Following the revolutions of 1848, Europe turned toward realist and materialist worldview. 

III. New relativism in values and modernism in intellectual and cultural life. 

Key Concept 4.1: Total War and Political Instability in the First Half of the 20th Century: Cold 

War and Transnational Union Efforts 

I. WWI long and short term factors 

II. Conflicting goals of peace negotiators in Paris over Germany. 

III. Interwar period, fascism, extreme nationalism, racist ideologies, and failure of appeasement 

resulted in WWII. 

IV. Cold War 

V. Nationalism in favor of economic and political integration, forming a series of transnational 

unions. 

VI. Nationalist and separatist movements, along with ethnic conflict and cleansing. 

VII. Decolonization 

Key Concept 4.2: Economic Collapse and Total War Engendered Internal Conflicts within 

European Sates and Created Conflicting Conceptions of the Relationship between the Individual 

and the State, Ideological Battle between Liberal Democracy, Communism, and Fascism. 

I. Russian Revolution 

II. Fascism 

III. Great Depression 

IV. Postwar economic growth supported an increase in welfare benefits; however, subsequent 

economic stagnation led to criticism of the welfare state. 

V. Eastern European relationships with the Soviet Union; Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies led to the 

collapse of the Soviet Union. 



Key Concept 4.3: 20th Century Diverse Intellectual and Cultural Movements 

I. WWI war experience intensified a sense of anxiety. 

II. Science and technology yielded impressive material benefits but cause immense destruction. 

III. Organized religion continued to play a role in European social and cultural life. 

IV. 20th century arts 

Key Concept 4.4: Demographic Changes, Economic Growth, Total War, Disruptions of Traditional 

Social Patterns, and Competing Definitions of Freedom and Justice Altered the Experiences of 

Everyday Life 
I. 20th century characterized by large-scale suffering as wells as tremendous improvements in the 

standard of living. 

II. Lives of women- family and work responsibilities, economic changes, and feminism 

III. New voices gained prominence in political, intellectual and social discourse. 

 

B. The Four Historical Thinking Skills (pp. 7-9 AP European History Curricular Framework) 

I. Analyzing Historical Sources and Evidence 

II. Making Historical Connections 

III. Chronological Reasoning 

IV. Creating and Supporting a Historical Argument 

 

C. AP World History Themes (pp. 10-32 AP European History Curricular Framework) 

The AP World History course is based on the five themes stated below.  Students are expected to be able 

to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate world history based on the following themes: 

I. Interaction of Europe and the World (INT) 

-Exploration 

-Colonization 

-Global trading system/ mercantilism 

-Cultural and racial superiority 

-Technological advances 

-Expansion of slave trade  

 II.  Poverty and Prosperity (PP) 

- Mercantilism and market economy 

- Agricultural Revolution 

- Industrialization 

- Commercial and professional groups 

- Family structure 

- Economic systems 

- Revolts 

 III. Objective Knowledge and Subjective Visions (OS) 

- Popular culture and art 

- Renaissance and Reformation 

- New political systems 

- Feminist, gay and lesbian movements 

- Scientific Revolutions and advancements in technology 

- Individual rights 

- Enlightenment 

-  Secular ideologies 

 IV. States and Other Institutions of Power (SP) 

 - Empires, nation-states, and small republics 

 - Civic humanism and new concepts of political authority 

 - New Monarchs 

 - Changing relationship between states and ecclesiastical authority 



 - New political and economic theories 

 V. Individual and Society (IS) 

 -Traditional role of community 

 - Family, classes, and social groups 

 - Ethnicity and race 

 - Women’s roles in society 

 - Marginalized populations 

 -Impact of war on civilians 

 

III. Textbooks and Resources  
Spievogel, Jackson. Western Civilization Since 1300.  Boston: Cengage Learning. AP and 9th 

Edition. 

 

Kagan, Donald, and Ozment, Steven, etc. The Western Heritage Since 1300.   Boston: Pearson 

Longman. AP and 11th Edition. 

 

 The use of two textbooks allows the class to experience multiple perspectives on a historical 

topic. 

 

IV. Course Fees 

There is a $8.50 fee, collected at registration, to pay for supplemental supplies.  These supplies 

include computer supplies and paper, supplemental novels, and materials needed for classroom 

assignments and projects.  

  V. Scope and Sequence 

 The scope and sequence for the AP European History course is designed by the College Board.  

The College Board has divided the course into the following time periods: 

- Period 1: c. 1450 to c. 1648 

- Period 2: c. 1648 to c. 1815 

- Period 3: c. 1815 to c. 1914 

- Period 4: c. 1914 to Present 

 

 

 VI. Assessment  

A student’s progress in AP World History will be assessed frequently and in a variety of ways.  

These may include homework checks, announced and unannounced quizzes, objective tests, essay 

tests, projects, portfolios, oral presentations, in-depth research projects, formal essays, Socratic 

seminars, classroom participation, technology-infused assignments, real-life problem solutions, 

journals, student-directed work, multi-media presentations, semester exam, and the AP exam.  

The point value of a grade will be determined by the content, time and effort required for the 

particular assignment.  There will be opportunities for teacher, peer and self-evaluation.  It is 

important to note that standards and expectations for grading will be high.  Homework may be 

formally graded or assessed on effort. Major grades will include tests, essays, and projects.  The 

make-up policy is the policy of Chapin High School and can be found in the Parent and Student 

Handbook.  Make-up work is the responsibility of the student.  Major tests must be made-up 

within 3 days. Students have 6 days or 3 Class periods to make-up late work. 0 in the 

gradebook with “M” comment with (-10%)/day added when turned in. The AP test will be 

held in May.  Students who earn a passing score will be given college credit for the course based 

on what that particular university’s requirements are for credit. 

 

I use the point system. Therefore, every assignment is essential to obtaining a good average.   



It is very important that every student be aware of the fact that review activities, homework, peer 

editing, reviews, reading quizzes, etc. are all opportunities to earn points.  

 

All assignments are intended to enhance learning and achievement while aiding in successful mastery of 

the course content.  Even though all assignments help lead students to success, some assignments may be 

for practice and may not be reflected in the grade book. 

 

VII. Special Course Projects  
Students will engage in teacher-directed and self-guided research. Further information about 

projects may be presented throughout the year. 

VIII. Absence and Make-up Policies 
Work missed due to an unexcused absence will be accepted according to the school policy 

outlined in the student handbook.  Extenuating circumstances occasionally occur; please see the 

teacher before a deadline to make alternate arrangements.  Make-up work is the responsibility 

of the student. Students have 6 days or 3 Class periods to make-up late work. 0 in the 

gradebook with “M” comment with (-10%)/day added when turned in. 
 

IX. Study Skills and Strategies 
This interdisciplinary course is an extremely demanding one.  Students will be required to do 

extensive reading, research, and oral work.  Homework can average 1 ½- 2 ½ hours per class 

period. Writing is also an important focus of the course.  Students are expected to analyze and 

synthesize information when responding to questions, assessments, and writing prompts. For a 

student to be successful, he/she must keep up with the reading and review notes regularly, as well 

as pay attention to facts and details and use them in classroom assignments.  Regular attendance 

is also essential.  The student is expected to take responsibility for his/her own work, including 

make-up work.      

 

X. Academic Assistance 
Any student who feels he/she may benefit from extra help is encouraged to attend Enrichment 

during school designated times.  

 

XI. Classroom Management Policies  
All CHS rules will be enforced in this class, as spelled out by the school discipline code and 

individual teacher’s policies.  Students are expected to behave in a manner which demonstrates 

respect for self and others, value for quality work, personal integrity and character, and a spirit of 

cooperation.   

 

XII. Monitoring Student Progress 
As a Chapin High School parent, you have the privilege of monitoring your student’s progress 

anywhere you have access to a computer. You can view your child's grades as they exist in the 

teacher's grade book. You also have the ability to register to receive alert notifications and review 

the daily bulletin for important school-wide information and much more. You may access the 

power school parent portal at https://powerschool1.lex5.k12.sc.us/public.   

 

Also, students will be expected to communicate by participating in Google Classroom, a social learning 

network for students.  Google Classroom will be used for online discussions and to post questions and 

assignments. The assignments will then be posted in a Google Calendar, which will also link to my 

website. 

 

District 5 of Lexington and Richland Counties’ High School Honor Code 
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Belief 

In order to foster an environment of mutual trust and respect, we believe, within the community of School 

District 5 of Lexington and Richland Counties, each individual should accept the personal responsibility 

to exhibit and promote academic and social integrity. 

Pledge 

I will not cheat, plagiarize, steal, misrepresent the truth, and/or treat others in a disrespectful manner. I 

accept the personal responsibility that all work I submit is my own and I will neither give nor receive 

unauthorized assistance. 

Code 

We expect all students to: 

 use electronic devices such as calculators, computers, cell phones, and PDA's in a legal and 

appropriate manner as directed by the school or teacher. 

 work independently and without assistance from others and avoid giving assistance to others 

unless specific permission is given by the teacher with regard to that particular assignment. 

 prepare properly for a test or graded assignment without accepting information in advance from 

others who have already completed this work and without disseminating information to someone 

who has not yet taken a test or worked on a graded assignment. 

 follow teacher directions for the taking of tests or graded assignments without the use of notes or 

other sources of information unless specifically allowed to do so. 

 be forthright in properly acknowledging the source(s) of all non-original words, phrases, and 

ideas by using standard rules of documentation or other appropriate stylistic formats approved by 

a teacher. 
 

Definitions 

Cheating is defined as giving or receiving unauthorized assistance.   
 

Plagiarism is defined as presenting as one’s own the words, phrases, and ideas of another, either on 

purpose or through carelessness.  It also relates to borrowing the sequence of ideas, the arrangement of 

material, and the pattern of thought of someone else without proper acknowledgement. 

Academic consequences 
Teachers may assign a grade of "0" for the assignment. 
 

Consequences 

Consequences will include, but are not limited to: 

 First Offense 

Referral to guidance or administration  

Teacher call to parent 

 Second Offense 

Loss of exam exemption for the course per district policy 

Conference with teacher(s), parent/guardian, student, and counselor and/or administrator 

 Third Offense 
Administrator call to parent 

Loss of exam exemptions (any and all exams possible to exempt) 

 Fourth Offense 
Meeting with parent/guardian, student and principal to discuss behavioral consequences  

 

Guidelines for students 

 View a presentation with examples of plagiarism and cheating to be shown at all high schools 

during the first week of school. 

 Sign the Honor Code signature sheet agreeing to abide by the Belief, Pledge and Code.  This may 

be done on all courses or in one class at the beginning of the year. 



 Write the word “PLEDGE” followed by a student signature on every major test/assignment 

turned in for all classes. 

 
Assignments are due on the date indicated below.  Students should come to class prepared for daily quizzes and 

class discussion.  Primary sources (documents, etc.) will be used on a regular basis to build interpretive and 

analytical skills.  They are indicated below daily topics.  The following will be used for primary source work, 

abbreviations shown in parenthesis: 

 
AP European History Document Based Questions, 2002-2017.  (DBQ) 

 
Brophy, James, Cole, Joshua, Robertson, John etc. Perspectives from the Past: Primary Sources in Western Civilizations. Volume 2.6th Edition. 

New York: W.W. Norton. 2016. (PSWC) 

 
Caliguire, Augustine, Kish, Jeanne M., Komosinki, Patricia A., Leach, Roberta J., & SJ. Ober, Lawrence. Advanced Placement European History 

Westernizing World. Books 1-3. The Center for Learning, 2006. (EH) 

 
Irish, John, and Carson, Edward. Historical Thinking Skills: A Workbook for European History. New York: W.W. Norton. 2016. (HTS) 

 

Pomeranz, Kenneth & Topik, Steven. The World That Trade Created.  3rd Ed. Armonk, New York: M.E. Sharpe, Inc., 2013. (WTTC) 
 

 

Materials: 
2 inch three ring binder (part of participation grade) 

6 tabs 

Loose leaf paper 

Blue or black pens, pencils, and highlighters 

Sticky notes  

Tabs 

**Recommended to purchase a European AP review book: Barron’s or Princeton. 

 

 


