
 

South Carolina 
Seal of Biliteracy  

School District Five is pleased 
to announce that beginning 
with the 2019-2020 school 
year, students may apply for 
the South Carolina Seal of 
Biliteracy, an award that  
recognizes students who have 
attained a functional level of 
proficiency in two languages 
(English and one other  
language) by graduation. 
 

The South Carolina Seal of 
Biliteracy “serves to certify 
attainment of biliteracy for  
students, employers, and  
universities. It is a statement of 
accomplishment that helps to 
signal evidence of a student’s 
readiness for career and  
college, and for engagement 
as a global citizen.” 

For more information: 
 
“South Carolina Seal of Biliteracy 
Overview and Guidelines”, South 
Carolina State Board of Education 
 

https://ed.sc.gov/index.cfm?
LinkServID=7F4AF1DC-B846-FA0E
-C6AD87D1C73B714D    
 

 
 
“Oral Proficiency Levels in the 
Workplace” 

 

https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/
files/pdfs/TLE_pdf/
OralProficiencyWorkplacePoster.pdf 

 

American Council of Teachers 

of Foreign Languages 

https://ed.sc.gov/index.cfm?LinkServID=7F4AF1DC-B846-FA0E-C6AD87D1C73B714D
https://ed.sc.gov/index.cfm?LinkServID=7F4AF1DC-B846-FA0E-C6AD87D1C73B714D
https://ed.sc.gov/index.cfm?LinkServID=7F4AF1DC-B846-FA0E-C6AD87D1C73B714D
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/TLE_pdf/OralProficiencyWorkplacePoster.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/TLE_pdf/OralProficiencyWorkplacePoster.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/TLE_pdf/OralProficiencyWorkplacePoster.pdf


 
Who is eligible to apply in  
District Five? 
 
Any junior or senior is eligible to  
attain the South Carolina Seal of  
Biliteracy based on evidence of 
achieving the required level of  
language proficiency in English plus 
one or more other languages during 
their high school years. For 2019-
2020, languages other than English 
will include: American Sign Language 
(ASL), Arabic, Chinese, French,  
German, Hebrew, Latin, Russian, 
and Spanish. 

 
How do you apply for the  
South Carolina Seal  
of Biliteracy? 
 
Interested students will apply with 
their world language or English  
teacher. If a student is not served in 
one of these classes, please contact 
the world language or English  
department chair for more  
information. Students must submit  
the application to their world language 
or English teacher so arrangements 
can be made for the required         
assessment. The deadline to apply 
is  October 8, 2019. 
 

What is the cost of taking the 
proficiency test? 
 
The South Carolina Seal of Biliteracy 
is not a requirement. The cost is $20 
for the STAMP assessment, $10 for 
the ALIRA assessment and is the  
responsibility of the student. 

 

What are the requirements for 
earning the South Carolina Seal 
of Biliteracy? 
 
In order to earn the South Carolina 
Seal of Biliteracy, a student must meet 
the proficiency requirements specified 
for English and must also take a      
proficiency test for one other language 
achieving a minimum proficiency level 
(or equivalent for Latin) of Intermediate 
Mid (bronze), Intermediate High 
(silver), or Advanced Low (gold) as  
defined by the ACTFL Proficiency 
Guidelines. An Intermediate Mid level 
of language proficiency is needed in 
order for learners to function in the 
workforce, based on the data analyzed 
by ACTFL (American Council of 
Teachers of Foreign Languages) and 
used to produce their “Oral Proficiency 
Levels in the Workplace” document.  

The Seal of Biliteracy and the 
Profile of the South Carolina 
Graduate 
 
The Profile of the South Carolina  
Graduate underscores the World Class 
Knowledge, World Class Skills, and 
Life and Career Characteristics that 
today’s graduates need, including 
“Multiple languages” and “Global     
perspective” as key elements. The 
South Carolina Seal of Biliteracy        
encourages students to go beyond         
minimal language requirements and to 
truly attain levels of language           
proficiency for success on the world 
stage. 
 

 

Required Proficiency Level 
 

 
For a student whose primary language 
is English:  

 

 
• Demonstrate a proficiency level of 

Intermediate Mid/5 and above in 
world language on the STAMP  
assessment or Intermediate I-2, 

      I-3, I-4, on the ALIRA (Latin)  
      assessment. 
 
• Complete all ELA requirements for 

graduation with an overall grade 
point average of 3.0 or above in 
English  

 
 
For students whose primary language 
is NOT English: 
 
• Demonstrate proficiency by          

attaining a minimum of an overall 
composite score of 4.0 on the            
ACCESS 2.0 English Proficiency 
Test. (This criteria applies to a  
student in the ESOL program in 
grades 6-12.) 
 

• Demonstrate a proficiency level of 
Intermediate Mid/5 and above in a 
world language other than English 
on the STAMP assessment or  

      Intermediate I-2. I-3, I-4, on the        
      ALIRA (Latin) assessment. 
 


