CrossRoads Intermediate School
Where Children are Cherished and Challenged.

2018-2019 Course Catalog

CrossRoads Intermediate School
6949 Saint Andrews Road, Columbia, SC 29212
http://www.lexrich5.org/cris
Main Phone Number: 803-476-8300
Fax: 803-476-8320
School Counseling: 803-476-8305

The mission of CrossRoads Intermediate School is to educate sixth graders at the cross roads of
childhood and adolescence in a nurturing environment characterized by high academic standards and
rigorous curriculum, while providing the necessary tools for lifelong learning in an ever-changing and
diverse society.

Important Dates
March 5, 2018

Rising 6th Grade Parent Orientation Meeting

March 6, 2018

Exploratory Registration Forms sent home

March 12, 2018

Exploratory Registration Forms due to CRIS

April 27, 2018

Registration Forms for Core Content Classes sent home

May 4, 2018

Registration Forms for Core Content Classes due to CRIS

**School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, or
handicap in admission to, treatment in, or employment in its programs and activities. Inquiries should be directed to: The Director of
Human Resources and the Director of Special Services, at 476-8000 and located at 1020 Dutch Fork Road, Irmo, SC 29063.
Individuals with disabilities who require assistance or special arrangements to participate in a program or activity sponsored by
CrossRoads Intermediate School should contact the principal at least 48 hours prior to the program or activity.
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WELCOME ALL COUGARS!
Intermediate/Middle school is a very special time in your life. Although we may be biased, we think sixth
grade is right there at the top! This year you will have the chance to be among a group of awesome students
attending our sixth grade school. Imagine a school where as you walk in the door you are already the
"seniors!" This will be an important year for you as you make the transition from elementary school to all the
fun and excitement of the intermediate school. Of course, with all the fun there will be many decisions for
you to make and more responsibilities for you to assume.
You probably want to know about the courses you may take and the activities offered. You may have many
other questions too. We’ll do all we can to answer them before you come. There will be opportunities for
you and your parents to visit the school and enjoy a team activity to meet old friends and make new ones
before school starts.
The purpose of this booklet is to provide you with information to help you and your parents plan the courses
you will take in the sixth grade and complete your registration form. Please read the booklet and talk about
the information you find in it with your parents, teachers, and counselors. We Cougars are very excited
about this new school year and look forward to meeting you soon.

WHAT IS SIXTH GRADE LIKE?

Sixth grade may be the most fun and excitement you’ll have in school. The curriculum includes popular
studies of Greece, Rome, Egypt, Medieval Times, and the Renaissance. Mysteries of math are solved,
scientists are born, and writers abound! CrossRoads Intermediate School is a school where we all are
committed to providing a rigorous, relevant academic foundation, which fosters life-long learning for all
students. In the sixth grade, we will work to meet the instructional needs of our students through a strong
academic curriculum. At the same time, our program is designed to meet the needs of emerging adolescents
during the time they are inquisitive about themselves, others, and the world. In short, CrossRoads is a
school where children are challenged and cherished. We recognize that students are experiencing a
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transitional period during which their intellectual, emotional, physical, and social
needs develop and change, and we mean to accommodate these special
circumstances.
The sixth grade program provides a common core of knowledge in academic
courses. All students take language arts, math, science, and social studies.
Unless their individual needs dictate an alternate plan of study, all students
are scheduled for a course in computer technology, an introduction to world
languages, and health and physical fitness. Elective courses offer enriching
opportunities that introduce many of the skills needed to be successful as a secondary
student.
Students generally feel the sixth grade year is a challenging one. Almost all students, however, master the
curriculum outlined for this grade level. Those needing additional help in academic courses receive
assistance through varied opportunities within the school.
HOW DO I SIGN UP FOR COURSES?
Advisement and registration for next year will start in February. During the
registration process students and/or parents are afforded an opportunity to:
 Hear a presentation by a CrossRoads administrator and/or guidance counselor
 Attend an orientation to registration for parents and students at CrossRoads Intermediate School
 Schedule a conference with teachers at the elementary school to discuss
concerns regarding placement if needed.

WILL I BE ABLE TO CHANGE MY SCHEDULE?
Since the registration process is comprehensive and emphasizes communication
with parents, we have adopted a set of procedures regarding schedule changes.
Schedule changes will not be made the first week of school except for our
scheduling error. Requests for other changes require that a student and parent
meet with the teacher. Request forms are available in the office. Many factors,
such as class size, student test data, teacher availability, and the student's
schedule must be considered before a class change can be made. Decisions
about course changes are made on an individual basis for every student.

WILL I HAVE HOMEWORK?

All CrossRoads students are expected to reinforce classroom instruction at
home by practicing skills learned at school. Teachers will clarify homework
expectations at the beginning of each course. While homework will be assigned
in varying amounts according to the course, students should be able to organize
their time to include additional after school activities. As a general guideline,
students are expected to have no more than 90 minutes of homework per night.
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RELATED ACADEMIC SERVICES
ALL COUGARS READING (ACR)
& ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE
CrossRoads students will participate in school-wide silent reading at least once each week through
the TeamTime class. All CrossRoads students will work with their teachers to establish individual
reading goals based on their own needs. ACR provides cross-curricular, school wide support for
this important development as students work toward their own reading targets with appropriately
leveled books of their own choosing. We encourage parents to participate and help students reach
their reading goals.
As determined by individual teams, ACR may be periodically replaced by an academic assistance
period during which teachers address concepts that need additional reinforcement or corrective
instruction. These academic assistance periods will be offered when determined appropriate by the
team of teachers.

GUIDANCE
The guidance program places a strong emphasis on an understanding of
self and others, as well as on career development. The specific needs of
adolescents are addressed through individual counseling, classroom
guidance, and small group activities. Every student is assigned a
TeamTime teacher advisor and advisory group to call home at our school.
TeamTime groups plan and carry out many activities and service projects.
Students will also have an opportunity to begin exploring career options.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Special Education services are provided in the middle school
grades for qualified students. Classes are provided in math,
reading, study skills, and affective skills. The program’s services
vary according to each student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP).

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
An array of after school opportunities will be offered periodically throughout
the year. Extra-curricular activities include Honors Band, Orchestra, Chorus,
academic teams, Student Council and Beta Club. Community service
opportunities are part of Student Council and Beta Club.
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INTERMEDIATE/MIDDLE SCHOOL HONORS PLACEMENT GUIDELINES
GUIDELINES FOR STATE-IDENTIFIED GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS:
In compliance with SC Regulation 43:220, if a student is state-identified as academically gifted and talented, the student must be
given the opportunity to participate in either an honors ELA or honors math class unless a “Request for Removal” has been initiated
by the parent. The Evaluation Placement team has the responsibility of placing the student in the class that corresponds with the
strength(s) of the learner. The performance of students in the special class is measured by student achievement. Before removing a
child from the special class, the following criteria must be met:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The student has completed a minimum of one 9-week grading period but no more than a semester in the special class, and
performance has not been acceptable by both the parent(s) and the teacher(s).
Conferences with the student, teachers, and parents have been conducted and documented throughout the grading
period(s).
Strategies for supporting and improving student performances have been implemented, documented and monitored by the
student, parent(s) and teacher(s).
Advisement to support the student has been provided and documented by the school’s guidance counselor.
Grade point average or grades is not the sole indicator for removal.
The student’s social, emotional or physical health is a factor related to removal from the program. Poor behavior is not the
sole indicator under most circumstances.
The student and parent(s) are advised that the student may return to full participation in the gifted and talented program at
the beginning of the next school year. The student is not required to requalify for participation.
GUIDELINES FOR NON-STATE IDENTIFIED STUDENTS:

Students who are not state identified as gifted and talented who were successful (final grade of 85 or higher) in an AGP ELA or AGP
Math class in fifth grade may continue to participate in the same honors class in sixth grade.
Other students who are not state identified as gifted and talented may participate in honors programs at the middle school level
according to the District Placement Criteria, which includes the student’s achievement data from MAP or PASS as well as the
student’s grades. Students who do not meet the district placement criteria may be considered for trial placement into the honors
program on an individual basis.
If a student does not meet the district criteria for honors placement but the parent requests that placement, then the principal or
principal’s designee arranges a parent conference. A guidance counselor should be included in the conference. The student may be
granted a trial placement in the requested honors course according to the following conditions outlined in the Parent Request for
Honors Placement letter:
1. The parent agrees to attend parent-teacher conferences that will be scheduled at the end of the first grading period or
before, if requested.
2. The student agrees to complete all class work and homework assignments.
3. The parent and student agree for the student to participate in academic assistance provided by the school, if recommended
by the teacher.
4. The parent and student understand that the placement criteria will be considered for continuation in the honors course the
following year.
If the student is failing, then the following actions should be taken prior to removing a student from the honors course:
a. Conferences with the student, teachers, and parents have been conducted and documented throughout the grading
period(s).
b. Strategies for supporting and improving student performances have been implemented, documented and monitored by the
student, parent(s) and teacher(s).
c. Advisement to support the student has been provided and documented by the school’s guidance counselor.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
2018-2019
English Language Arts

Semesters: 2

(Meets Daily)

Overview for All English Language Arts Courses
All English Language Arts instruction addresses the State Adopted Standards for English Language Arts. The
State Adopted Standards focus on skills in the areas of: reading and evaluating both literary and informational
text; writing, speaking, and researching through the use of textual evidence; and language development
through vocabulary and usage.

English Language Arts CP 6
This course is designed to strengthen and refine the foundation of literacy skills designated in the South Carolina
State Standards for English Language Arts. Students will develop reading skills in literary texts from a variety of
cultures, a variety of informational texts, and non-print texts. Students will learn strategies for making predictions,
inferring, and drawing conclusions in various genres. Students will engage in the writing process to write a variety
of products for different audiences and purposes. Through inquiry, students will explore a variety of text and will
learn to support their thinking, writing, and speaking with evidence from those texts. Language instruction will
focus on the correct use of Standard American English including a study of conventions of grammar and usage
in writing, as well as how authors craft their writing to impact readers. Students will apply vocabulary skills to
include word analysis such as words in context and Greek and Latin stems. Students will be expected to reinforce
and enrich classroom instruction with homework to extend the learning. All students will take SC READY, our
state summative assessment which includes two days of testing for reading and writing.
10016200

English Language Arts Honors 6
This course is designed to develop skills of critical thinking, problem -solving, and decision-making at a level of
complexity, abstractness, and depth appropriate for gifted learners, as well as to develop proficiency in
communicating abstract and complex ideas, relationships and issues. This course is planned to support
mastery of core areas of learning in terms of pace, depth, and complexity. Students will apply skills they
learned in earlier grades to make sense of more challenging texts. They will focus on how authors make their
points and support their arguments with evidence and reasoning to help sharpen their ability to write and speak
with more clarity and coherence. Students will engage in the writing process to write a variety of products for
different audiences and purposes. Language instruction will focus on the correct use of Standard American
English including a study of conventions of grammar and usage in writing, as well as how authors craft their
writing to impact readers. Students will apply vocabulary skills to include word analysis such as words in
context and Greek and Latin stems. Students will be expected to reinforce and enrich classroom instruction
with homework to extend the learning. All students will take SC READY, our state summative assessment
which includes two days of testing for reading and writing.
10016300
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Mathematics
Semesters: 2

(Meets Daily)

Overview for all Math Courses
In grades 6-8, students extend their understanding and proficiency in all areas of mathematics. The courses are
organized according to the South Carolina Academic Standards for Mathematics. They describe the
mathematical knowledge, skills and conceptual understandings expected of students. They indicate the content
that will be taught and assessed for each course. The Mathematical Process Standards apply throughout each
course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent,
useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations.
Math 6
This course is foundational for grade six students. Mathematics instruction will focus on mastery of these concepts:
computing with multi-digit rational numbers - fractions, decimals, percent; understanding relationships between
ratios and rates; understanding, modeling, and comparing integers; evaluating and writing numerical expressions
using mathematical properties; writing and solving one-step, one-variable linear equations; representing
relationships between independent and dependent variables using graphs, tables and equations; writing
inequalities and graphing the solution set on a number line; graphing in a coordinate plane; finding area of
triangles, special quadrilaterals and polygons; explore and model volume to discover and apply formulas in solving
problems; using nets to find surface area of three-dimensional figures; interpreting statistical measures and
representations; displaying numerical data to include dot plots, box plots and histograms; and using measures of
center and spread to describe the distribution of data. This course aligns with the South Carolina College- and
Career-Ready Standards for Mathematics.
Pre-Algebra 6
Prerequisite: Grade 5 AGP Math
This course is only for grade six students that have successfully complete grade five AGP Math and are able to
work at an accelerated pace and with above grade level content. This course contains prerequisite content to
prepare students for Algebra 1 and demands a faster pace for instruction and learning. Accelerated content
includes: exploring the real number system to include irrational numbers; extending concepts of linear equations
and inequalities to more complex multi-step equations and inequalities; understanding and applying laws of
exponents to simplify numerical expressions; recognizing the three types of solutions to linear equations;
investigating and evaluating square roots and cube roots; investigating and applying properties of rigid
transformations; applying the Pythagorean Theorem to model and solve problems; extending concepts of volume
to include cones, cylinders and spheres; extending properties of angles and angle relationships; and extending
the concepts of probability to include compound events. This course aligns with the South Carolina Academic
Standards for Mathematics.
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Science
Semesters: 2 (meets every day)

Science 6
This course is based on the South Carolina Academic Standards and Performance Indicators for
Science. Students will engage in science and engineering practices and use the crosscutting
concepts to make connections and master content. Science standards support active engagement in
learning, and students will be exposed to a wide variety of experiences, materials, and instructional
strategies that accommodate all learners. Sixth grade students will take the South Carolina Palmetto
Assessment of State Standards (SCPASS) in Science.
The core areas of the grade six standards are:
 Earth’s Weather and Climate
 Energy Transfer and Conservation
 Diversity of Life – Classification and Animals
 Diversity of Life – Protists, Fungi, and Plants

Science 6 Honors
This rigorous honors level course is based on the South Carolina Academic Standards and
Performance Indicators for Science and is designed to extend learning opportunities, depth, and
complexity for the advanced learner. Students will engage in science and engineering practices and
use the crosscutting concepts to make connections and master content. Students will be challenged
to explore expanded topics, to demonstrate advanced problem-solving and critical thinking skills, and
meet expectations that go beyond standard coursework. Sixth grade students will take the South
Carolina Palmetto Assessment of State Standards (SCPASS) in Science.
The core areas of the grade six standards are:
 Earth’s Weather and Climate
 Energy Transfer and Conservation
 Diversity of Life – Classification and Animals
 Diversity of Life – Protists, Fungi, and Plants
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Social Studies
Semesters: 2

(Meets every day)

Early Cultures to 1600
The sixth grade Social Studies curriculum is designed to enable students to master the South
Carolina Social Studies standards for sixth grade which study the past from earliest man to the era of
European exploration through a global perspective. The course of study begins with an examination
of the transition of humans from nomadic to settled life in the cradles of civilization. Students will
investigate life in the ancient classical civilizations and their contributions to the modern world. A
study of the Middle Ages sets the stage for understanding the emergence of nation states. A focus
on the cultures of Asia, Africa, and the Americas will give students a global perspective while an
examination of the European Renaissance and Reformation will provide them with a basis for
understanding western society. Finally, students will use maps, charts, and globes, and identify the
terms and process skills used by historians and geographers.

Early Cultures to 1600, Honors
The sixth grade Social Studies Honors curriculum is designed to enable students to master the South
Carolina Social Studies standards for sixth grade which examine the past from earliest man to the era
of European exploration through a global perspective. As an honors course, this course will include
additional rigor, depth of content, and an emphasis on primary source documents in order to serve as
a foundation for Social Studies Honors courses in 7th grade, 8th grade, and Honors/Advanced
Placement courses in high school. Students will use historical thinking skills including comparison,
periodization, context, continuities and changes, causation, and evidence. The course is challenging
and requires students to take greater responsibility for their learning by participating in problem
solving through written and oral communication. The course of study begins with an examination of
the transition of humans from nomadic to settled life in the cradles of civilization. Students will
investigate life in the ancient classical civilizations and their contributions to the modern world. A
study of the Middle Ages sets the stage for understanding the emergence of nation states. A focus
on the cultures of Asia, Africa, and the Americas will give students a global perspective while an
examination of the European Renaissance and Reformation will provide them with a basis for
understanding western society.
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EXPLORATORY CLASSES
*Course offerings depend on budget constraints, number of students enrolled/interested, and
availability of teachers.
*All students will take Health/PE. Additionally, students will be scheduled for Computer Experience,
or Spanish unless individual needs dictate an alternative plan of study.

Health/Physical Education
This is a semester course required for all students. The curriculum
blends cooperative games, team sports, dance, and fitness concepts. All
activities help students develop decision-making, problem solving, and
critical thinking that are essential to healthy living. The goal of this
course is to encourage students to take an active role in maintaining and
improving their health. This course also includes a two week unit in
Comprehensive Health Education.

Computer Experience
Computer Experience will focus on the use of the computer, proper keyboarding
technique, word-processing, PowerPoint, and Internet safety. This course
provides requisite skills for Keyboarding which will be available in grades seven
and eight for ½ unit of Carnegie credit.

Introduction to Spanish
This course is designed to both introduce and continue the Spanish
language studies of any student in sixth grade. Oral communication is
emphasized, with some reading and writing. Students will also be
exposed to some interesting facts about the Spanish-speaking world and
experience various aspects of the Hispanic culture through art, music and
cuisine. Students completing this course will be well equipped to continue
Spanish at the middle school and high school.

Introduction to Latin
This course is an introduction to the classical Latin language and ancient
Rome. It aims to inspire students to become lifelong world language
learners and serves as a foundation for world language courses in middle
and high school. Students will learn basic elements of the language which
may also include history, geography and culture. This course stresses the development of skills
needed to be successful in learning a world language and provides students with samples of the
world language options available in District Five.
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Band - Full Year Elective
The CrossRoads Band Program allows students to enjoy music by learning to play an instrument and
participating in a performing ensemble. The sixth grade band also prepares students for future
participation in the award winning Dutch Fork and Irmo bands. The sixth grade band will perform at
least one concert in which all band members are expected to participate. All students interested in
band are encouraged to begin in the sixth grade.

Strings I - Full Year Elective
The orchestra program includes instruction on violin, viola, cello, and bass. Basic instructional skills
and orchestral techniques will be taught through large and small ensembles, heterogeneous
grouping, and creative performance activities. Students will be exposed
to musical styles and a variety of string orchestra literature.
Performance activities for students include assembly programs,
concerts, festivals, and clinics. Beginning strings students should
register for Strings I.

Strings II - Full Year Elective
Students who were enrolled in the Strings program in the fifth
grade should select this course which continues basic instruction
as described above.

Chorus - Full Year Elective
Students will learn the correct techniques for voice production and
perform numerous unison, two, and three-part pieces of music
reflecting our rich musical heritage. Music from other time periods and cultures will
not only be performed, but also studied and discussed in class. In addition, students will
be introduced to sight-singing and theory.

Art/Intro to STEM (1 semester each)
Art: Art at CrossRoads is a semester-long course for students interested in design
and art production. Students will work in a variety of art media to create artworks
based around the Elements of Art and Principles of Design.
Introduction STEM: In this introductory course, students will explore various engineering disciplines
such as computer engineering, electrical engineering, and more. Throughout the course, students
will have access to multiple 3D printers, robotics, Arduino boards, and other cutting edge
technologies, and can pursue projects based on their interests and passions.
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